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The Bible Seminary (TBS) is an independent, non

denominational, 501(c)(3) charitable institution of higher 

education incorporated in Texas in 2010 to offer training 

for laity and vocational ministry professionals. On-campus 

and Distance Education programs include a Certificate of 

Theological Studies non-degree program, as well as Dual 

Degree Completion, Master of Arts, and Master of Divinity 

degree programs. TBS exists to glorify God by training 

Christian believers in a context of biblical community in all 

66 books of the Bible so that they can serve the local church 

and fulfill the Great Commission by the power of God's Spirit. 

Accreditation 
The Bible Seminary is a member of the Transnational 

Association of Christian Colleges and Schools (TRACS) [15935 

Forest Road, Forest, VA 24551; Telephone: 

(434) 525-9539; e-mail: info@tracs.org] 

having been awarded Accredited Status 

{rQCS as a Category Ill institution by the TRACS 

Accreditation Commission on October 

26, 2020. This status is effective for a 

period of five years. TRACS is recognized 

by the United States Department of 

Education (USDOE), the Council for 

Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA), 

and the International Network for Quality 

Assurance Agencies in Higher Education 

(INQAAHE). TBS is also an Accredited 

member of the Evangelical Council for 

Financial Accountability (ECFA). TBS is 

a participating member of the National 

Council for State Authorization Reciprocity 

Agreements (NC-SARA), a private 
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helps expand students' access to educational opportunities 

and ensure more efficient, consistent, and effective regulation 

of distance education programs. 
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discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, disability, age, 

or national or ethnic origin in the administration of its hiring 
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and loan programs, and other school-administered programs. 

For more information. contact Dr. Scott Stripling, Provost, or 

visit "Admissions· at TheBibleSeminary.edu. 

Donations 
Donations are charitable and tax deductible as allowed by 

law. For more information, contact the office or visit "Support" 

at TheBibleSeminary.edu. 

The Sentinel is an annual publication distributed free to family 

and friends of The Bible Seminary. Article ideas, news, and 

photos may be submitted for consideration for publication to 

info@TheBibleSeminary.edu. 

About the Cover 
Toby and Ed Thomas (MDiv 2018) tour Japan 

in preparation for embarking on full-time 

missionary work there. See •off to the Land 

of the Rising Sun· on pp. 17-18. 
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and Israel and visit Biblical sites 
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We will start our journey in We will start our journey in 

Jordan where we will visit the 
sites where the Israelites camped 
prior to the Jordan crossing and 
just like them, we will cross the 

Jordan and visit the ancient 
Canaanite and Israelite sites like 

Jericho, Ai and many more.Jericho, Ai and many more.
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7 overnights at 4 star hotels in Israel 
An English-speaking tour guide
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To learn more, visit
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Academic, 2010), 3.

4. Douglas J. Michalak, The Didache, 
with commentary. (Coppell: Milcet 
Edition, 2017), 18. (fragment 
4Q473)

5. Jonathan A. Draper and Clayton 
N Jefford, The Didache, A Missing 
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Christianity (Atlanta: SBL Press, 
2015) 530—534.

6. Gregory W. Woolfenden, Daily 
Liturgical Prayer; Origins and 
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8. The word apostle is used as a 
generic designation meaning 
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FRENCH COOKING 
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L
ike a lot of middle-aged adults, my modus operandi 

is spinning several plates at once. I am married to a 

physician in the Air Force and we, along with our four 

children, move states almost every two years. I am president 

of a nonprofit organization in Washington DC, The Jerusalem 

Connection. And I am a graduate student at The Bible Seminary 

studying biblical history and archaeology. With those spinning 

plates in mind, it is hard to explain why I chose the year of my 

husband's deployment to the Middle East to launch a project that 

required me to read, research, write, and produce via podcast a 

commentary essay each week on the Minor Prophets. 

We are all wired differently and in my case I knew that if I 

started watching YouTube videos of soldiers returning home to 

their dogs, I would fall into quick depression. I also knew that my 

best antidepressant would be spending every extra minute of the 

deployment year reading the Bible. 

Somewhere in the back of my mind as well was Julie & 

Julia, the 2009 movie about a New Yorker writer who cooked 

in one year all 524 recipes in Julia Child's Mastering the Art 

of French Cooking. In Julie's case, she distracted herself from her 

monotonous dead-end job and found purpose in the art of 

culinary creation. For myself, what began as a psychological 

tool for survival flowered into a life-changing and faith-forming 

love of the prophets. I suppose one women's French cooking is 

another women's stack of Bible commentaries. 

I could have picked any portion of the Bible for a yearlong 

reading challenge, but I selected the Minor Prophets because 

I knew the shorter prophetic writings were the lease creased 

pages in my Bible. When I had read the prophets in the past, I 

tended to pick and choose prophetic verses that sounded nice 

when plucked out of their larger contexts. However, to fully 

experience the consistency of the Minor Prophet's message and 

their unified declarations, the twelve books need to be read 

together and in order with an eye toward how they also cross 

reference each other. 

Most pulpit preaching trims down the threads that run through 

the prophetic text to offer only life application. I see that type of 

Bible teaching as cutting the Bible up into snippets of thread. The 

impact is useful if the only goal is to help believers mend small 

tears in the frayed fabric of their spiritual lives. Inevitably, they 

lack the tools to comprehend the dramatic tapestry of revelation 

woven throughout the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. Or 

worse, they develop a dim view of the scriptures and are color 

blind to the vibrancy of the Biblical truths. 

As a student of biblical history and archaeology, I have an 

obvious bent towards the history, language, literary style, and 

archaeology of the biblical books. I wanted to read the prophets 

on their own terms. The Minor Prophets are all oracles given 

within a tumultuous 300-year span of history (770-430 BCE). 

The books occur mostly in chronological order. Hosea, Amos, 

and Micah sounded the alarm for the Kingdom of Israel to 

repent or God would use the Assyrians as his weapon of 

punishment. Jonah dates to the same period, a contemporary of 

Hosea, only Jonah reluctantly preached repentance to the hated 

THE FUN MENTAL MESSAGE, SPOKEN THROUGH

OF THE PROPHETS, WAS COMMUNICATING TO A 

REBELLIOUS PEOPLE YAHWEH'S DISTRESS CALL: 

Shelley Neese is a TBS Master of Arts in Biblical History and Archaeology student. President of The Jerusalem Connection 

(TheJerusalemConnection.us) and author of The Copper Scroll Project (ShelleyNeese.com), she and her husband, who 

works as Physician in the Air Force, have four children. 



By Shelley Neese
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Between 1982 and 1989, Haifa University’s Professor Adam Zertal conducted an archaeological excavation on the 
northeastern slopes of Mount Ebal that revealed two altars dated to the Late Bronze and Early Iron Age: a large 
rectangular altar that covered and venerated a smaller round altar. Professor Zertal identified this site with the 

temenos commanded by Moses (Deuteronomy 27) and built by Joshua Ben Nun (Joshua 8). 
In October and November 2019, I coordinated a special operation with the Israeli Defense Forces and Samaria Governor, 
Mr. Yossi Dagan, to extract some of Zertal’s archaeological dump from the 1980’s excavation for re-analysis by Dr. Scott 
Stripling from the Associates for Biblical Research (ABR). 
During a December of 2019 wet sifting operation of the dump piles, Dr. Stripling’s team discovered a folded lead tablet with 
exterior indentations. Though too brittle to be opened, Professor Naama Yahalom-Mack from Hebrew University tested a 
broken corner fragment and determined that the lead derived from a mine in Lavrion, Greece known to be in use in the Late 
Bronze Age. Later, the Academy of Sciences in Prague conducted a series of interior and exterior tomographic scans, and 
Stripling invited the Prague scientists and two experienced epigraphers to join a collaborative team to study the artifact.
Analysis revealed inscriptions in a very ancient Hebrew script. Stripling and epigraphers, Peter Gert van der Veen and 
Gershon Galil held a press conference on March 25, 2022 announcing the initial discovery (see photo above). The team then 
published an academic, peer-reviewed article in May 20231  primarily dealing with an estimated 48-letter interior proto-
alphabetic script considered a predecessor of Paleo-Hebrew. Scholars often refer to this script as proto-Canaanite or proto-
Sinaitic. The presence of the divine name of Israel’s God on this inscription (twice) leaves no doubt that it is Hebrew and that 
the Hebrew predates any previous Hebrew inscription.
This discovery is probably the most important ever made in the land of Israel. The repercussions of this finding are nothing 
less than an archaeological marvel, with the potential to change much of the academic world’s knowledge of the ancient 
history, culture, and religion of the Israelites. There will likely be a push back from portions of the academic world, and 
heated discussions will take place between Minimalist (persons who believe the Bible might contain some kernels of truth) 
and Maximalist (persons who believe the Bible is historically accurate and true) archaeologists.
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1. Stripling, S., Galil, G., Kumpova, I. et al. “You are Cursed by the God YHW:” an early Hebrew inscription from Mt. Ebal. Heritage Science
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(L-R) Yvette, Madison, and Kevin Alvarez 

Jeff and Brenda Martin 

(Top L-R clockwise) 

Kevin, Allie, Amber, and Audrey 

Kevin Alvarez (MDiv 2016J

Lead Pastor, Celebration Community Church in Pana, Illinois 

"When God radically called Abraham in Genesis 12 to leave his family 

and go to a place of unfamiliarity, this was a snapshot of what he would 

do for the Alvarez family. After spending all our lives in Texas, the Lord 

has now called us to Celebration Community Church in Pana, Illinois. 

From the city to the country, from the heat to the cold, in either context 

the name of Jesus will be proclaimed. Pray for us in our new calling 

from the Lord!" 

Brenda Martin (MDiv 2015) 

Executive Pastor, First Methodist Conroe in Conroe, Texas 

"I am thrilled to share that in God's faithfulness - through some 

surprising steps that have included messages through His Word, 

dreams, others, and much prayer - He has put me on a path where I will 

be ordained as an elder within the Global Methodist Church in July 

2022. I have also joyfully accepted an invitation to serve as Executive 

Pastor at First Methodist Conroe beginning July l, 2023. I will serve 

under appointment in the East Texas Conference under Conroe's Lead 

Pastor, Rev. Dr. John Wayne McMann. My primary responsibilities will 

include oversight of Care Director, Music Director, Finance, Facilities, 

Communications, Personnel, and Interns for the main campus and our 

future Woodland Hills campus." 

Kevin Penner (Moiv 2015)

Youth Pastor, Crosspoint Bible Church in Omaha, Nebraska 

"We have spent almost an entire year at Crosspoint Bible Church in 

Omaha, Nebraska. I have the joy of serving as Youth Pastor to about 40 

amazing students and have seen God move in their lives in a number of 

ways, particularly through Stand to Reason (High School) and Ignite 

(Jr. High) conferences and Ascend summer camp equipping students 

with tools to follow Jesus for the rest of their lives. The students have 

a strong desire to know the Lord and to serve in different ministries, 

and I am excited to be a part of what God is doing in their lives and in 

Omaha as a whole." 
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Biblical History & Archaeology
Biblical Languages & Culture
Biblical Leadership
Biblical Studies

Christian Education
Church History & Theology
Media Production
Missions

* Seminar options are available in-person and on demand.

The Joshua, Judges, and Jesus: A Walk Through Biblical History 
(3J) exhibit at The Bible Seminary, with almost 200 artifacts. 

Visit TheBibleSeminary.edu/3j and schedule your visit.

Dr. K. Lynn Lewis
President Provost 

Dr. Scott Stripling
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MUSEUM
JOSHUA, JUDGES & JESUS

A WALK THROUGH BIBLICAL HISTORY

TheBibleSeminary.edu/3j
Open Monday-Friday 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Self-led and group tours available
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